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Synopsis

Birders can memorize hundreds of details and still not be able to identify birds if they donA¢a -4, ¢t
really understand whatA¢a -4,¢s in front of them.Today birders have access to almost too much
information, and their attempts to identify birds can be drowned out by excess detail. The all-new
Kaufman Field Guide to Advanced Birding takes a different approach, clarifying the basics and
providing a framework for learning about each group. Overall principles of identification are
explained in clear language, and ten chapters on specific groups of birds show how these principles
can be applied in practice. Anyone with a keen interest in identifying birds will find that this book
makes the learning process more effective and enjoyable, and that truly understanding what we see

and hear can make birding more fun.
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Customer Reviews

If birding is more to you than simply pinning a name to a bird, this is the book you’ll turn to. The
Kaufman Field Guide to Advanced Birding is nothing short of Kenn Kaufman’s wisdom and teaching
skills crystallized into 448 insight-packed pages. Not only will you love this book, you'll learn from it.
-- Pete DunneYes, it entails some dedicated reading, instead of just trying to match up pictures --
but any birder who invests time reading Advanced Birding is going to reap enormous benefits in the
field. -- Scott Weidensaull think this is one of the most important bird books of our generation. A A A

worthy sequel, to be sure, to Kenn’s 1990 classic by the same name. | stand in awe. -- Ted Floyd,



Editor, BirdingAnyone, from beginner to expert, wanting to improve upon their bird identification
skills should study the Kaufman Field Guide to Advanced Birding.A A Being able to learn from
Kaufman is a pleasure and an opportunity that shouldn’t be passed up. A A -- Grant McCreary, The
Birder’s LibraryThere is no one out there, no matter how grizzled a veteran, who won't learn
something from this book. And beginners and intermediate birders should not let the title scare them
off, either: ... [Advanced Birding] is for every birder who wants to identify, understand, and enjoy

more of the birds she encounters.A A -- Rick Wright on the ABA blog

Expert Kenn Kaufman helps active birders improve their skillsBirders can memorize hundreds of
details and still not be able to identify birds if they don’t really understand what'’s in front of
them.Today birders have access to almost too much information, and their attempts to identify birds
can be drowned out by excess detail. The all-new Kaufman Field Guide to Advanced Birding takes
a different approach, clarifying the basics and providing a framework for learning about each group.
Overall principles of identification are explained in clear language, and ten chapters on specific
groups of birds show how these principles can be applied in practice.Anyone with a keen interest in
identifying birds will find that this book makes the learning process more effective and more
enjoyable, and that truly understanding what we see and hear can make birding more fun. One of
the world’s best-known bird experts, Kenn Kaufman is the originator of the Kaufman Field Guide
series, which includes books on birds, butterflies, mammals, and insects. He has also written Lives
of North American Birds and two birding memoirs, Flights Against the Sunset and the classic
Kingbird Highway. A frequent contributor to birding magazines such as Birder's World, Bird
Watcher’s Digest, and WildBird, Kenn is also a field editor for Audubon. He and his wife, Kimberly,
live in Oak Harbor, Ohio. "

Kaufman Field Guide to Advanced Birding (Kaufman Field Guides)Not so much a field guide as a
text. | like this book very much. Kaufman shares his years of experience, considerable knowledge
and wisdom on the process of identifying birds. His emphasis is on understanding what you see and
hear rather than on an exhaustive discussion of field marks. Probably not a book that would appeal
to most beginning birders but a wonderful book for all birders who want to learn how to learn about
birds.Much of the material is specific and detailed yet Kaufman manages to describe the general
principles for understanding the appearance, behavior and vocalization of birds.Very nice
description of anatomical structure, plumage, habitat, songs and behavior as these relate to the

challenge of identifying birds. I'm enjoying it and finding it very helpful. This book is a great



compliment to any field guide and a "must have" for birders intent on developing their skills and

knowledge. Highly recommended.

Fantastic for birding. Very easy to use and understand and the color plates are very exact. This is

my go to bird book out of all the bird books | own. Highly recommended for any birder!

A great book for birders. Even if you're a bit of a beginner, there will be information in here that will
help you develop your skills. Aimed at mid-level birders, it is written clearly and there are illustrations

to help explain what the author’s on about. Ken Kaufman is one of the best. Highly recommended.

Very nice bird book for me. As a beginner, | bought several books because many different birds
come to our feeders. It's amazing how the eye markings, the shape of the tail, color, and rings or
lines tell you what the bird is and more. My grandson looks at my birding books too. He loves to look

at the photos of the birds too. You will love this book!

Nice companion to Kaufman'’s original version.

This is actually very helpful for beginner too. This book tell you what to look for to get you to the full
ID of your bird. | also have his other book "Field Guide to Birds of North America". Both | carry into
the field. My back home bible is "The Sibley Guide to Birds, Second Edition"

| bought this book because | own the Kaufman guide to Birds of North America, which I love. This
book is softcover, and field guide size, not bulky. If you prefer just looking at pictures, this book isn’t
for you.This book is like a beginner ornithology course (but a lot cheaper that a college course!) |
have learned all about the various feather groups on birds, structure of a bird’s body and more. By
studying this book I'm going to be a much better birder, learning what to look for as far as shapes,

bills, feathers, flight and more.

Kaufman shows himself to be extraodinarily knowledgeable. He writes in a simple, straightforward
and understandable fashion while keeping it light enough to keep you from getting bored.The first
third of the book is a great resource to improve your birding skills. The remainder deals with keying
out the most troublesome groups.It will most definitely be in the car whenever | go after gulls,

shorebirds and epidonaxes .
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